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STRAUB OUTDOORS 
FIELD INSTRUCTOR POSITIONS 

 
Seasonal Part-time: Outdoor School  |  Fall 2019 

 
 

CONT ACT :  C ATHER INE ALEXANDER | EXECUT I VEDI RECTOR@STR AUBOUTDOOR S.ORG    
 

 

Does a day outside with kids sound like 
your perfect day? It’s ours too! Straub Outdoors is 
an educational non-profit based in Salem, Oregon, that 
inspires our community to connect with and care for 
nature in the Willamette Valley. Our programs for 
students and their families include classroom field trips, 
outdoor school, summer camps, family nature outings, 
science nights, guided natural history hikes, nature talks 
and nature art workshops.  
 

Straub Outdoors field instructors are positive, enthusiastic individuals who provide diverse student 
groups with meaningful experiences in nature's classroom. Our instructors have experience and/or 
training in natural science, outdoor recreation and working with children. Our ecology-focused curricula 
are supplemented with activities highlighting creative arts, socio-emotional wellness, cultural ecological 
knowledge, physical fitness, wilderness skills, environmental stewardship, and Spanish language. One of 
our top priorities is serving Latinx-identifying students and English Language Learners. Conversational 
fluency in Spanish is highly valued. 
 
We are seeking instructors and instructional assistants for our Fall 2019 outdoor school season. 
Applications will be accepted until the positions are filled or until Thursday, September 12, at 5:00 pm. 

 
Hours: Part-time, variable, seasonal and flexible. The Fall 2019 outdoor school season is scheduled to 
begin on September 16 and end on October 18. Instructors average 7 to 25 hours per week, depending 
upon class schedules and other professional commitments. All instructors must be able to teach at least 
one day each week during the employment period.  Please note: The Fall 2019 outdoor school schedule 
is contingent upon signed service agreements with our school clients and is subject to change.  
 
Straub Outdoors is an Equal Opportunity Employer. We value diversity, equity, and inclusion and 
welcome applications from individuals representing all backgrounds, cultures, orientations, identities, 
and communities. 
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OVERVIEW 
Straub Outdoors currently has two outdoor school options: Nature Scouts (three days, no overnights) 
and Nature Academy (three days, two overnights). See the Outdoor School page on our website 
(https://strauboutdoors.org/outdoor-school) for more information about each option. Each outdoor 
school session comprises three half- or full days in the field—usually Tuesdays through Thursdays. 
 
What We Offer: 

• Competitive hourly wages for instruction plus opportunities to supplement field hours with 
additional paid activities and projects (see below and the next page) 

• Flexible working arrangements with the ability to work around your collegiate coursework or 
other employment schedule(s); choose from 1-5 days per week for the Fall 2019 season. 
(Available hours will vary depending upon the day of the week from several hours to a full day). 

• In-depth on-the-job training and the opportunity to help develop and deliver culturally 
responsive, nature-based education 

• Scenic outdoor work environments in Oregon’s Willamette Valley and Cascade Foothills 
• Transportation to and from the field sites and other employment-related locations 
• Opportunities to learn about and participate in the business and logistics of running a successful 

non-profit organization 
• Valuable experience engaging, serving, and learning from diverse individuals and communities 
• Career services and job placement support upon successful completion of the Fall 2019 outdoor 

school season, including informational interviews with leaders in the field(s) of your choice, 
professional mentoring, job search support, references, and letters of recommendation 

• The potential to earn academic credit for independent research and projects involving 
environmental studies, teaching methods, science curricula, socio-emotional learning, and JEDI 
(justice, equity, diversity, and inclusion) as they relate to outdoor education 

Field instructors have opportunities to supplement field hours with paid activities and projects: 
• Nature Scouts pre-trip classroom visits (normally on Mondays before the field days) and post-

trip classroom visits (usually on Fridays after the field days) 
• Parent chaperone orientation meetings 
• Educational supply procurement, organization and maintenance 
• Field site logistics coordination 
• Website content and social media coordination 
• Educational materials and curricula coordination 
• Program evaluation and assessment 
• Translation of informational and curricular materials into Spanish 
• Communications with classroom teachers and park rangers 
• Data entry and information management (student rosters, liability waivers, etc.) 
• Participation in Education Team meetings 
• Attendance at Straub Outdoors Board of Directors meetings and special events 
• Facilitating educational activities at outreach events 
• Instruction for and/or coordination of grant-funded or donor-sponsored projects 

 

https://strauboutdoors.org/outdoor-school
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Compensation: $17/hour (instructors)   |  $15/hour (assistant instructors) 
There is no mileage reimbursement (unless pre-approved), sick leave, vacation, overtime, paid holidays, 
room & board, or health benefits. 
 
Location: Salem, OR and surrounding areas in the mid-Willamette Valley (Transportation to the field 
sites is provided.) 
 
Classification: Part-time, seasonal nonprofit camp employee  |  FLSA Status: Exempt 
 
Reports to: Executive Director 
 
Works with: Executive Director, interns, program support specialists, other field instructors, specialist 
instructors (yoga, Native American culture, performing and visual arts, etc.), master naturalist advisers, 
and education consultants. 

 
Primary Activities and Responsibilities 

• Lead students through one-day and multi-day experiential learning activities in outdoor settings 
on weekdays, weekends and occasional evenings. 

• Participate in field site visits, curriculum development, program planning, lesson prep, and 
supply procurement. 

• Utilize a student-centered approach to facilitate interactive, community-building, nature-based 
educational activities for diverse student groups. 

• Provide opportunities for students to engage in scientific discovery and inquiry. 
• Lead by example to demonstrate positive and responsible nature literacy and stewardship. 
• Honor the backgrounds and needs of each student and incorporate classroom teacher priorities 

within the framework of the Straub Outdoors educational philosophy. 
• Cultivate an inclusive learning community and bring cultural relevance to program content and 

community relationships including those with students, teachers, and schools. 
• Assure students’ physical, social, and emotional safety in outdoor settings using sound judgment 

and applying appropriate risk management decisions; administer/document first-aid as needed. 
• Actively participate in documenting and assessing student learning and program outcomes.  
• Provide solution-oriented feedback during program debriefs and evaluations.  
• Collect and share stories from the field to support Straub Outdoors’ fundraising efforts. 
• Actively participate in the Straub Outdoors community by attending meetings and trainings. 
• Other duties as needed and assigned and per your availability. 
 

QUALIFICATIONS 
To be successful in a Straub Outdoors field instructor position, candidates should be able to perform 
all the Primary Activities and Responsibilities above. Additionally, the skills and qualifications listed 
on the next page represent the knowledge, abilities, and training that are required or highly valued. 
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Required Skills and Qualifications 
• Instructors: Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience in natural science, environmental 

studies, education, social services or a related field plus 1-2 years of formal, non-formal or 
informal teaching experience—preferably with elementary or middle school youth 

• Assistant Instructors: High school diploma or equivalent plus experience working with youth in 
an outdoor recreation program, youth camp, daycare facility, school, or homeschool group 
Instructors and Assistant Instructors: 

• Demonstrated ability to work and collaborate with communities of color, English Language 
Learners, socio-economically disadvantaged individuals and families, migrant/immigrant 
communities, LGBTQ+ youth, students with alternative learning styles, and/or other groups that 
are underrepresented in the field of natural science education 

• Current first aid/CPR certification or willingness to complete this training at your expense before 
the first day of employment 

• Ability to perform moderately physically challenging work in the outdoors and in all weather 
conditions on uneven terrain for several hours at a time 

• Commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion within your teaching and/or community service 
• Effective communication and interpersonal skills 
• A willingness to be coached and openness to feedback 
• Ability to work flexible hours, including evenings and occasional weekends 
• Valid and current driver’s license 

 
Please Note:  

• Instructors must provide their own hiking shoes, waders or knee-high rubber boots, raincoat, rain 
pants, and an insulated jacket. 

• Straub Outdoors honors various types of work and training experiences as equivalencies to 
formalized education with a bachelor’s degree. Reasonable accommodations may be made to 
enable individuals with disabilities to perform essential functions as required by law.  

• All Straub Outdoors instructors are required to be fingerprinted and have a criminal background 
check through the Oregon State Police prior to the first day of employment. 

 
Highly Desirable Skills and Qualifications 

• Ecological knowledge of the Willamette Valley and Cascade Foothills, including the habitats, 
wildlife, native plants, geography and cultural history of this region 

• Involvement in community service projects, civic leadership, and social/environmental justice 
• Ability to speak, teach and write in Spanish 
• Working experience with natural science education and/or outdoor education curricula and 

inquiry-based teaching methods 
• Advanced degree and/or teaching certification 

 
Interested applicants are invited to submit a resume and cover letter via email to Catherine 
Alexander, Executive Director, at ExecutiveDirector@StraubOutdoors.org. Your cover letter should 
answer the questions on the next page: 
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• How you have helped cultivate inclusive, student-centered learning environments during your 
past employment and/or volunteer experiences?  

• What does “cultural relevance” in the context of nature-based education mean to you? 
• How will your past formal or informal teaching experiences inform how you work with under-

represented students and families in outdoor settings? 
• What kinds of outdoor activities do you like to engage in? 
• How would you describe your knowledge of Willamette Valley habitats and wildlife? 
• How has a connection with nature shaped and enriched your life and values? 

 
Application Deadline: The available positions are open until filled or until Thursday, September 12, at 
5:00 pm. Please see page 1 for the Fall 2019 dates of employment. 
 
PAID TRAINING 
All newly hired field instructors and assistant instructors are asked to attend the Straub Outdoors Fall 
2019 Outdoor Education Summit, September 13-15. (See itinerary, below.) This is a paid training and 
professional development module that provides important resources and information. If you are unable 
to attend one or more days of the Education Summit, arrangements can be made for supplemental 
training during outdoor school. 
 
Friday, September 13 
9:00 am – Noon    Presentations + Workshop: “Scientific Inquiry in Outdoor Education” 
1:00 – 4:00 pm    Ecology Explorations at Willamette Mission State Park 
 
Saturday, September 14 
9:00 am – Noon    Presentations + Workshop: “Culturally-responsive Teaching Methods & Content” 
1:00 – 4:00 pm    Ecology Explorations at Champoeg State Heritage Area 

 
Sunday, September 15 
9:00 am – Noon    Presentations + Workshop: “Facilitating Humanities Lessons Outdoors” 
1:00 – 4:00 pm    Ecology Explorations at Silver Falls State Park 
 
Refreshments will be provided for the morning sessions. Transportation will be provided for the 
afternoon ecology field trips. Please bring a sack lunch, water, trail snacks and hiking gear each day. 
Morning Sessions will take place at the Eco Hub, located at the Willamette Heritage Center, 1313 Mill 
Street SE, Salem, Oregon. 
 
Questions? Call 503-302-4645 or email ExecutiveDirector@StraubOutdoors.org. 
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